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AN ADDRESS PRESENTED BY MR. RICKEY TARFA, SAN  
ON BEHALF OF THE BODY OF SENIOR ADVOCATES OF NIGERIA  

AT THE VALEDICTORY SESSION IN HONOUR OF  
HONOURABLE JUSTICE MARCELLUS IDOWU AWOKELEHIN  

ON 16TH JANUARY, 2014 AT LAGOS 
 
PROTOCOLS 
 
In less than one month, this is the second time that we have 
assembled in this Court i.e. the Federal High Court to bid farewell to 
yet another Honourable member of the Bench. Last week on 9th 
January, 2014 this Court witnessed in Abuja a valedictory session in 
honour of yet another of its best hands the Hon. Justice Adamu Bello. 
 
This time it is the Honourable Justice Marcellus Idowu Awokulehin. 
This is but one of the many farewells, but, in the presence of this 
glittering array of distinguished witnesses, especially his colleagues 
on the Bench, his family, friends, well-wishers and members of the 
public, it is perhaps one of the most important. 
 
I apologies on behalf of the Chairman of the Body of the Senior 
Advocates of Nigeria – Chief Richard Akinjide, SAN who is 
unavoidably absent. Seyi Sowemimo, SAN, the Secretary of our 
body got in touch with me yesterday while in Abuja to see if I could 
take up the address on behalf of the Body and it is my pleasure to 
do so. 
 
I must admit that I have not had the privilege to conclude a matter 
before his Lordship for the period he had served, however our 
office had had matters before him and during our weekly 
challenges in the management of their cases and have had very 
good remarks on my lord, the Honourable Justice Marcellus Idowu 
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Awokulehin on his conduct of the affairs of his Court and Courtesy to 
lawyers both young and old. 
 
I also admit knowing and interacting with my lord on many of the 
official functions of this Court over the years which gives me another 
qualification to speak on this occasion. 
 
A valedictory session is not only a review of the career of the 
valedictorian if necessary, but also a symbolic appreciation of his 
service to his fatherland and society at large during such tenure in 
which he held the office. 
 
More often than not, many senior advocates have had the privilege 
to appear before him and I have not heard of any negative incident 
with any of our colleagues from the inner bar and even if there was 
as is expected in human interaction, we are here to appreciate you. 
Thank you most sincerely for the service you have been called upon 
and rendered to your fatherland and the society. 
 
We also use the occasion to thank immensely the Hon. the Chief 
Judge of the federal High Court, Hon. Justice I. N. Auta, OFR, 
FCIArb who was made this occasion possible as well as your 
colleagues who contributed in making your career worthwhile and a 
successful one. 
 
God has designed this day for Honourable Justice Awokulehin and it 
has come to pass. It is significant that the essence of time is not 
missed out even in the Holy Bible where in Ecclesiastes 3 vs. 1 it is 
stated that; 
 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under the heavens” 
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We all give glory to God Almighty. 
 
Today the 16th of January, 2014, my lord, the Honourable Justice 
Marcellus Idowu Awokulehin also turns 65 and by provisions Section 
291 (2) of the 1999 constitution as amended his tenure as a judicial 
officer is ended. 
 
It is apparent, Looking at Honourable Justice Marcellus Idowu 
Awokulehin today and Hon. Justice Adamu Bello last week in Abuja, 
that at 65 years of age, they will still appear to be in their 
productive age and able to continue to dispense justice. Perhaps, it 
would be worthwhile to use this medium to impress on the need to 
carry forward the agitation to streamline the provisions of Section 
291 (2) of 1999 Constitution which pegs the retirement of age for 
trial Court judges at 65 and the provision of Section 291 (1) of the 
same Constitution which places a 70 year retirement age for 
Appellate Court Judges and make the retirement age for all judges 
whether trial or Appellate to be 70.  
 
This is because we have seen that even at 70 years, the Appellate 
Court judges retiring most often still look young and highly 
productive. 
 
It will however be at different fora to agitate for 75 year for 
judges generally. 
 
My Lord, the Honourable Justice Marcellus Idowu Awokulehi is a 
judge who not only extended and devoted his service to the 
administration of justice in this country but who is also leaving an 
indelible mark as a crusader of justice.  
 
I must say it is over 10 years when the judicial journey started for 
Honourable Justice Marcellus Idowu Awokulehin with his appointment 
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as a judge of the Federal High Court and with the Appointment 
brought a wealth of experience and wisdom having served as a top 
Legal Officer in various Government institutions and parastatals such 
as the Federal Ministry of Justice, the Nigeria Customs Service, the 
Nigeria Police Force to name just a few. 
 
Undoubtedly, his lordship, Honourable Justice Marcellus Idowu 
Awokelehin remembered the oath he took as a judge throughout his 
career. He also understood so well the importance of the oath of 
office which requires a judge to carry out his duties without fear or 
favour. That is the reason why from the onset, he favoured none and 
he feared none. To my lord, everybody was equal, the law is above 
all and his duty was to uphold the dignity of the law in all 
circumstances. 
 
This is very evident in the manner he dealt with many of the cases 
during his tenure including several sensitive and high profile cases 
such as my lordship’s ruling in the renowned Case Charge No: 
FHC/ASB/1C/09 between FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA VS 
JAME ONANEFE IBORI & ORS. ORS. From his decision in that case 
as well as Majority of the cases, it is fair to say that my lord has not 
been distracted from applying the law at all times to do justice. 
 
The decision in Ibori’s case has generated some sort of controversy 
but we must all understand that in adjudication, there are always 
two sides to the coin and a judge must decide one way or the other. 
 
Fortunately, whoever feels dissatisfied with any decision of any 
judge or a Court of law, is provided sufficient guarantee by 
Sections 241 and 242 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, 1999 as Amended to appeal against such decisions. 
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Permit me to mention other highly contentious cases decided by his 
lordship; which are the cases –FHC/LF/CS/17/2011 between 
CPC/SOLOMON EWUGA VS DR. YUSUF NAGOGO where his 
lordship delivered judgment in favour of the Plaintiffs confirming the 
candidature of Dr. Solomon A. Ewuga as the duly nominated 
candidate of the CPC in the election for the Nassarawa North 
Senatorial District in April, 2011. 
 
Another illustrative case is Suit No; FHC/MKD/CS/30/2011 
between TERVER KAKIH VS PDP/GABRIEL SUSWAM & ORS where 
my lord dismissed the Plaintiff’s claim as being unmeritorious after 
taking the evidence of the parties. 
 
My lord, deriving from his vast knowledge of the law of evidence, 
also reiterated the principle that a person subpoenaed to Court to 
produce a document does not become a witness by the mere fact 
that he produces it. His duty is merely to place the document before 
the Court where they could be identified and made us of by a 
witness. 
 
These are just a few of the numerous erudite judgments and rulings 
delivered by his lordship during his tenure on the bench. 
 
My lord, your wisdom, encyclopaedic knowledge of the law and 
precedents, good humour, and evident humanity have made it a 
pleasure for the lawyers who have had the privilege of appearing 
before you over the years. 
 
It has been a personal privilege to have known you and we believe 
that your lordship’s retirement has been well earned. 
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On behalf of the Body of Senior Advocates of Nigeria, I wish you 
the very best for the future and thank you for your dedication to the 
law, to this Court and to our country Nigeria. 
 
 
 
 


